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INTRODUCTION
Poetry at the Threshold of Being: the Critical Horizon
of Elena Liliana Popescu’s Poetry

Poetry, when it reaches its most essential form, ceases to
be merely a literary genre and becomes an ontological act. It is
no longer a discourse about the world, but a mode of inhabiting
it. In the poetic universe of Elena Liliana Popescu, language
does not describe existence; it participates in it. Her poems
stand at the threshold between thought and silence, between
rational rigor and intuitive illumination, between the finite
human condition and the aspiration toward the absolute.

This volume emerges from a long trajectory of poetic
maturation in which poetry is not treated as ornament,
confession, or aesthetic play, but as a disciplined spiritual
practice. Popescu’s poetry resists the noise of contemporaneity
and the excesses of stylistic exhibitionism. Instead, it returns—
deliberately and lucidly—to what might be called the primary
questions of being: existence, time, love, truth, knowledge, and
transcendence. These themes are not approached rhetorically,
but inwardly, through a language that seeks clarity without
simplification and depth without obscurity.

Between Mathematics and Metaphysics

One cannot approach the poetry of Elena Liliana Popescu
without acknowledging the unique intellectual tension that
animates it: the encounter between mathematical thought and
poetic intuition. This is not a superficial juxtaposition, nor a
mere biographical coincidence. Mathematics, in her case, is not
abandoned when poetry begins; it is sublimated. The poem
becomes a space where structure, balance, symmetry, and
necessity coexist with emotion, contemplation, and mystery.

13



Her wverses often unfold, with the precision of an
axiomatic system, yet they open toward metaphysical horizons
that escape calculation. The economy of language, the restraint
of metaphor, and the careful construction of meaning reveal a
poetic mind trained in rigor but guided by intuition. This fusion
generates a rare poetic voice—one that speaks softly, yet with
conceptual authority.

Unlike much contemporary poetry that seeks rupture,
fragmentation, or provocation, Popescu’s poetry secks
coherence. Not the coherence of closure, but that of
continuity—between thought and feeling, between the visible
and the invisible, between the self and the universe.

Language as an Ethical and Existential Act

In this volume, language is never neutral. Each word
appears chosen not only for its semantic value, but for its
ethical and existential weight. Silence plays a central role—not
as absence, but as presence. Many poems seem to arise from
silence and return to it, suggesting that poetry is less an act of
speaking than an act of listening.

Popescu’s poetic voice addresses the reader not as a
spectator, but as a participant. The poems do not impose
meanings; they invite reflection. They open spaces rather than
close arguments. In this sense, her poetry aligns with a tradition
of contemplative writing where the poem functions as a
mirror—reflecting not only the poet’s inner world, but also that
of the reader.

The recurrent use of direct address—7You, I, We—does
not establish intimacy in a sentimental sense, but in an
ontological one. The reader is called upon to recognize himself
within the poem, to engage in a dialogue that transcends
individuality and moves toward universality.

14

Time, Love, and the Search for the Absolute

Time in Popescu’s poetry is not linear. It is cyclical,
suspended, or condensed into moments of intense awareness.
The “instant” becomes a privileged site of revelation, where
eternity briefly touches the human condition. This temporal
philosophy places her poetry in dialogue with both mystical
traditions and philosophical meditations on being.

Love, likewise, is not confined to the personal or the
emotional. It is treated as a principle of knowledge, a mode of
access to truth. Love in these poems is not possession, but
openness; not desire, but recognition. It is through love that the
self transcends its limits and approaches the other, the world,
and ultimately, the absolute.

The metaphysical dimension of this poetry does not rely
on doctrinal assertions or explicit theological discourse. Instead
it unfolds through suggestion, question, and paradox. The
poems do not claim to reveal truth; they enact the movement
toward it. In doing so, they preserve mystery as an essential
component of meaning.

3

A Universal Voice Beyond Borders

The international resonance of Elena Liliana Popescu’s
poetry—translated, read, and commented upon across cultures
and languages—testifies to its universal appeal. This
universality does not stem from abstraction or generalization,
but from fidelity to the essential. By addressing what is
fundamental in human experience, her poetry transcends
cultural and linguistic boundaries.

In an age marked by fragmentation, acceleration, and
ideological saturation, this poetry offers something increasingly
rare: a space of stillness, reflection, and inner coherence. It
reminds us that poetry can still function as a form of
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knowledge—one  that does not compete with science or
philosophy, but complements them by addressing what lies
beyond their respective limits.

The Critical Plurality of the Volume

It 1s precisely this openness—this constant dwelling at
the threshold of meaning—that renders Elena Liliana Popescu’s
poetry particularly fertile for critical engagement. The present
volume is conceived not as a univocal reading, nor as an
attempt to stabilize or enclose a single interpretation, but as a
shared critical horizon in which multiple voices converge to
reflect upon her work.

The contributors to this book—critics and scholars from

diverse intellectual and cultural backgrounds—approach
Popescu’s poetry through different analytical perspectives.
Some foreground its philosophical and ontological depth;
others attend to its linguistic economy, symbolic structures, or
ethical implications. These readings do not seek synthesis, nor
do they compete for interpretative authority. Rather, they
coexist, echoing the internal dynamics of the poetry itself,
where plurality, tension, and openness are constitutive.
; What unites these contributions is not methodological
uniformity, but a shared recognition of the seriousness and
density of the poetic project under examination. Each critical
voice treats the poem not as a closed object, but as a space of
thought—one that resists exhaustion and invites renewed
interpretation. In this sense, the critical discourse assembled in
this volume does not stand outside the poetry it analyzes; it
extends it, inhabits it, and allows it to resonate across broader
intellectual, cultural, and existential horizons.

This volume stands as a testimony to a poetic vision
rooted in clarity, depth, and spiritual responsibility. Elena
Liliana Popescu does not write to impress, to shock, or to

16

follow trends. She writes to understand, to connect, and to bear
witness to the silent dimensions of existence.

Her poetry invites us to slow down, to listen, and to
rediscover language as a space of meaning rather than
consumption. In doing so, it reaffirms poetry’s enduring role as
a bridge between thought and being, between the human and
the infinite.

Dr. Miloud Homida
University of Ziane Achour — Djelfa, Algeria
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INTRODUCERE

Poezia la pragul fiintarii: orizontul critic al poeziei
Elenei Liliana Popescu

Poezia, atunci cind ajunge la forma ei esentiald, inceteazi
sd mai fie doar un gen literar si devine un act ontologic. Nu mai
este un discurs despre lume, ci o modalitate de a o locui. In
universul poetic al Elenei Liliana Popescu, limbajul nu descrie
existenta; el participd la ea. Poeziile sale stau la pragul dintre
génd si ticere, dintre rigoarea rationald si iluminarea intuitiva,
dintre conditia finitd a omului si aspiratia ciitre absolut.

Acest volum se naste dintr-o lungd traiectoric de
maturizare poeticd, in care poezia nu este tratati ca ornament,

confesiune sau joc estetic, ci ca o practici spirituali disciplinata.

Poezia lui Popescu rezistdi zgomotului contemporaneitatii si
exceselor exhibitionismului = stilistic. In schimb, ea se
intoarce — deliberat si lucid — citre ceea ce s-ar putea numi
intrebarile primare ale fiintei: existenta, timpul, iubirea,
adevirul, cunoagterea si transcenderea. Aceste teme nu sunt
abordate retoric, ci din interior, printr-un limbaj care cautd
claritatea fara simplificare si profunzimea fird obscuritate.

Intre matematica si metafizica

Nu se poate aborda poezia Elenei Liliana Popescu fird a
recunoaste tensiunea intelectuald unicd ce o animi: intilnirea
dintre gandirea matematici si intuitia poetici. Aceasta nu este o
Juxtapunere superficiala si nici o simpli coincidentd biografica.
In cazul ei, matematica nu este abandonati atunci cand incepe
poezia; ea este sublimati. Poemul devine un spatiu in care
structura, echilibrul, simetria si necesitatea coexisti cu emotia,
contemplatia si misterul.

18

|

Versurile sale se desfiasoarid adesea cu precizia unui
sistem axiomatic, dar se deschid citre orizonturi metafizice ce
scapd calculului. Economia limbajului, retinerea metaforei si
constructia atentd a sensului dezviluie o minte poeticd formati
in rigoare, dar ghidata de intuitie. Aceasta fuziune genereazi o
voce poeticd rard — una care vorbeste cu blindete, dar cu
autoritate conceptuala.

Spre deosebire de multd poezie contemporand, care cauti
ruptura, fragmentarea sau provocarea, poezia lui Popescu cauti
coerenta. Nu coerenta Tnchiderii, ci pe aceea a continuititii —
intre gind si simtire, intre vizibil si invizibil, intre sine si
univers.

Limbajul ca act etic si existential

In volumele sale, limbajul nu este niciodati neutru.
Fiecare cuvant apare ales nu doar pentru valoarea sa semantici,
ci si pentru greutatea sa eticd si existentiald. Tacerea joacd un
rol central — nu ca absent, ci ca prezentd. Multe poeme par si
se nascd din ticere si sd se intoarcd in ea, sugerind ci poezia
este mai putin un act al vorbirii decét un act al ascultdrii.

Vocea poeticd a lui Popescu se adreseazi cititorului nu ca
unui spectator, ci ca unui participant. Poemele nu impun
sensuri; ele invitd la reflectie. Ele deschid spatii, mai degraba
decit si inchidd argumente. in acest sens, poezia ¢i se aliniazi
unei traditii a scrierii contemplative, in care poemul
functioneazi ca o oglindi — reflectind nu doar lumea
interioard a poetului, ci si pe aceea a cititorului.

Utilizarea recurentd a adresirii directe — Tu, Noi — nu
stabileste o intimitate sentimentald, ci una ontologici. Cititorul
este chemat sd se recunoascd in poem, sd se angajeze intr-un
dialog care transcende individualitatea si se indreapti citre
universalitate.
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